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RCSO
seeks info
on thefts
Gazette staff
JANESVILLE

The Rock County Sheriff ’s Office is asking the
public for help in solving
four car thefts Wednesday
and Thursday in northern
Rock County.
Deputies responded to
a reported vehicle theft
of a white 2018 Chevrolet
Silverado pickup truck at
5:57 a.m. Thursday in the
1200 block of West Bullard
Road, according to a sheriff’s office news release.
The owner tracked the
truck using OnStar GPS,
and deputies found the
vehicle near the intersection of Gibbs Lake and
Wilder roads and tried to
stop it, but it fled, according to the release.
Deputies later tracked
the truck to Dickey Road
near Lang Road in the town
of Spring Prairie, where it
was abandoned.
A perimeter was set up
and a dog unit responded,
but the suspects were not
located, according to the
release.
Other reported vehicle
thefts Thursday morning
included:
A white 2010 Nissan
Maxima, stolen between
9 p.m. and midnight
Wednesday from the 5600
block of North Tuttle Road.
A black 2019 Ford F150
STX pickup truck, taken
between 10 p.m. Wednesday and 7:30 a.m. Thursday from the 1000 block of
West Wheeler Road.
A blue 2000 Chevrolet Silverado C1500 pickup
truck, stolen between
8:30 p.m. Wednesday and
6:30 a.m. Thursday from
the 7000 block of North
Eagle Road.
An attempted theft
was reported at 8:06 a.m.
Thursday in the 3600 block
of North Coon Island Road.
Suspects tried to drive over
a railroad tie on the property and got stuck. The vehicle was found still running
on the property, according
to the release.
Vehicles were left
unlocked with keys in the
ignition in each theft.
The sheriff ’s office
reminds residents not to
leave keys in vehicles and
to remove valuable objects
before locking vehicles.

TO HELP
Anyone with information about these thefts is
asked to call Rock County
Communications Center,
608-757-2244, Janesville
Area CrimeStoppers at
608-756-3636 or Beloit
Area CrimeStoppers,
608-362-7463.
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Security breach
affects Milton
School District
Vendor’s software was compromised
Gazette staff
MILTON

A vendor the Milton
School District works
with was breached in a
“data security incident”
that compromised the
personal information
of 500 students and 90
staff members, according
to a school district news
release.
Affected students’ first
and last names, birth
dates, and district email
addresses were compromised.
Staff members’ first
and last names, job titles,
district email addresses,
and district addresses
were compromised.
No grade or test
data was affected. The
breached software, Pearson Clinical Assessment’s
AIMSweb 1.0, does not
contain Social Security
numbers, credit card
data or other financial
information. The software provides educational and assessment
tools for the district.
The Milton School
District said it “takes
every precaution when
handling student data,”
according to the release.
Pearson has taken
full responsibility for the
breach, and other school
districts across the country were affected, according to the release.

Affected students’ first
and last names, birth
dates, and district
email addresses were
compromised. Staff
members’ first and last
names, job titles, district
email addresses, and
district addresses were
compromised.
In a July 19 letter to the
school district, Pearson’s
Arthur Valentine said the
breach likely happened
in November and that the
company became aware
of it in March.
The district did not
send a news release until
Thursday.
Pearson has contacted
law enforcement and is
“undergoing a review” to
prevent future problems,
according to the letter.
The company has not
seen evidence that the
information has been
misused but is offering
complimentary credit
monitoring services
from Experian for those
affected.
Those interested in
receiving credit monitoring can call 866883-3309 or email aims
web1request@pearson.
com.

Police seek driver
of ‘suspicious’ van
Reported incident
occurred Saturday
Gazette staff
JANESVILLE

Police are asking for
the public’s help in locating a man who drove
“suspiciously” in the
presence of a young girl
on the city’s west side Saturday.
No crime was committed, but police would
like to find the driver so
they can fully investigate, according to a news
release.
A woman was watching her grandchild ride
a bicycle near the intersection of Willard and
Laurel avenues around
3:45 p.m. Saturday when
a green van passed the

intersection, turned
around and drove toward
her grandchild, she told
police.
The older, box-shaped
van was moving against
traffic on the wrong side
of the street, and when
the woman yelled at the
driver, he drove away
slowly, according to the
news release.
The driver didn’t say
anything or get out of
the van. The van was
described having a dull,
Army-green finish and no
windows on the sides.
Anyone who knows
of suspicious incidents
involving this van can
contact Janesville police
by calling 608-757-2244,
calling Janesville Area
CrimeStoppers at 608756-3636 or by using the
P3 smartphone app.

Salvation Army raises $6,000
during Christmas in July campaign
Gazette staff
The Salvation Army raised $6,000
during its Christmas in July campaign.
Patrice Gabower, special events coordinator for the Salvation Army, said the
Christmas in July campaign was intended
to fill the gap left after the winter campaign, which raked in less money than
anticipated.

The Gazette in February reported the
annual holiday red kettle campaign was
$54,400 short of its goal.
Bell ringers at 56 locations raised the
money through July.
Money raised during the kettle campaigns goes to the nonprofit’s meal program, emergency assistance services,
summer camp or other local programming.
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Gov. Tony Evers, right, speaks to the Rev. Daniel Sanders on Thursday at Open Arms Free
Clinic in Elkhorn. Sanders founded the clinic.

In Elkhorn, Evers touts
state health funding
Governor toured clinics
that will benefit
from budget provisions
By Jim Dayton
jdayton@gazettextra.com
ELKHORN

Most people on both sides of the political aisle believe the nation’s health care
system needs reform.
Of course, ideas for how to fix it are as
varied and complex as the current system.
Republicans in the Legislature cut Gov.
Tony Evers’ plan to expand Medicaid from
the state budget this summer. Democrats
said this week they will push for expansion
again, although the two sides show no sign
of reaching a compromise.
Until major changes happen to health
care, some low-income residents will need
to rely on clinics that provide free medical services.
Evers toured two such facilities Thursday, including Open Arms Free Clinic in
Elkhorn. His visits promoted additional
funding for rural safety-net clinics and
state dental programs that were included
in the biennial budget.
The funding increases include an additional $1.3 million for safety-net clinics over the next two years. The budget
also provides an additional $625,000
for advanced dental services and schoolbased sealant programs during the same
time period, according to an Evers news

release.
Evers started his Thursday tours in
Beaver Dam before heading to Walworth
County. Department of Health Services
Secretary-designee Andrea Palm joined
him.
When the governor arrived at Open
Arms, staff greeted him with information
about how the clinic operates and what
types of services it offers. Patients passed
by the tour group en route to appointments.
Open Arms provides medical, dental
and eye care, among other services.
Dental program coordinator Mary Beth
Egert told Evers the clinic wants to do more
preventive care, but many people postpone
seeing a doctor until they have a serious
problem. The goal is to “have health, not
treat disease,” she said.
The Rev. Daniel Sanders, the clinic’s
founder, said the need for Open Arms is
evident even in Walworth County, a relatively affluent area of the state. The county
has pockets of “hidden poverty” and a lack
of access to medical care.
The elderly, homeless and undocumented immigrants are among those who
struggle to find care, he said.
After the tour finished, Evers told a
Gazette reporter that clinics such as Open
Arms are valuable because the hidden
need is everywhere. Some families are
working multiple jobs just to tread financial water, he said.
“There’s a lot of anxiety in this state.
We like to say, ‘Well, we have 3% unemployment. Everything is fine,’” Evers said.
“Everything isn’t fine.”

Two plead no contest to child neglect
By Benjamin Pierce
bpierce@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

A Beloit couple will be
sentenced Sept. 3 after
pleading no contest to five
counts of child neglect
Thursday in Rock County
Court.
Heather R. McCoy, 40,
and Lakeidric J. McCoy, 39,
of 1201 Randall St., each
pleaded no contest to five
misdemeanor child neglect
charges and agreed to a felony hold-open agreement
on one count of child neglect
causing bodily harm.
The agreement hinges
on the couple’s behavior
while on probation. Prosecutors and defense attorneys are still working out
the length of the probation
period, which will be settled at sentencing.
Police and Rock County
Child Protective Services
workers visited the McCoy
home in March 2018 and
took eight children into
protective custody, according to the criminal complaint.
One officer said the
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